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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Detailed Action 

Election /Restriction 

1. Claims 20-26 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 3-15-06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yaniv et al. (US 4,827,084) 

Claims 1 and 9, Yaniv et al. teach a method of manufacturing touch sensor 11 

including providing substrate having a resistive touch region and providing tape strips 

61a, 61b, 51a, 51b (abstract; c 8, L 1-39) with a plurality of devices (c 8, L 40-43). The 

devices are diodes (c 8, L 40-43). Diodes include two terminals allowing electrical 

current conduction from one terminal to the other and back. The strips are secured 

along the four edges of the touch region. Diodes function with one terminal in contact 

with the touch region and the other terminal secured to an electrically conductive lead 

such as leads 52a-g, 53a-g, 62a-g, and 63a-6 (claims 2 and 10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 4-5, 7-8, 12-13, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yavin et al. 

Claims 4-5 and 12-13, Yavin et al. do not elaborate in the structure of the 
diodes, i.e., thin films; include a conductive polymer (claims 4-5 respectively, claims 12- 
13 respectively). 

However, thin films diodes and diodes including a conductive polymer are 
conventional diodes used in the touch screen art. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Yavin et al. that the diodes are thin films 
diodes and diodes including a conductive polymer as is conventional in the touch screen 
art to allow electrical current conduction from one terminal to the other and back. 

Claims 7-8 and 18-19, Yavin et al. do not elaborate in the structure of the 
touch region, i.e., a resistive layer having a dielectric (cover) layer thereover (claims 7-8 
respectively, claims 18-19 respectively). 

However, a touch region of a touch screen including a resistive layer having a 
dielectric (cover) layer thereover is conventional in the touch screen art. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Yavin et al. that the touch region include a 
resistive layer having a dielectric (cover) layer thereover as is conventional in the touch 
screen art to allow the touch screen to operate as required when touched. 



6. Claims 3, 6, 11, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yavin et al. as applied to claims 1-2 and 9-10 above, and 
further in view of Keisuke (JP 59-78584). 
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Claims 3 and 11, Yavin et al. do not elaborate in the structure of the diodes, 
i.e., surface mounted. 

Keisuke teaches that to enable easy manufacture, surface mounted diodes can 
be arranged on a tape which is cut to the length needed, and then bonded. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Yavin et al. surface mounted diodes in the 
manner disclosed by Keisuke which are then secured by bonding to enable easy 
manufacture. 

Claims 6 and 14, Yavin et al. teach tape strips but does not teach how the tape 
strips are secured, i.e., bonded. 

Keisuke teaches that to enable easy manufacture, diodes can be arranged on a 
tape which is cut to the length needed, and then bonded. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Yavin that the tape strips are provided in the 
manner disclosed by Keisuke which are then secured by bonding to enable easy 
manufacture. 

The limitation of claim 15-17 are met in that in Yavin et al. modified, the strips 
are provided from a reel, cut from the single reel, and cut from a continuous sheet from 
the reel. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linda Gray whose telephone number is (571) 272-1228. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla, can be reached at (571) 272-1187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public Pair. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-1997 (toll-free). 
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